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Lord CHATHAM. 


"MY La... | 


Sit down with an intention to deliver 
my ſentiments to your Lordſhip, and 
to the Public, without reſerve, on a 
fabjea of greater importance than was 
ever before agitated in this nation. 1 hope 
therefore my Epiſtle will be read with the 
attention which the i importance. of the ſub- 
ject demands, and that it may not be ſlightly 
caſt away as the production of a Party- 
ſcribbler. '1 declare to you, my Lord, on 
the word of a Gentleman, I have no pur- 
poſe to anſwer, no friend to ſerve, no party 
to Loblige, in writing this Letter: I have 
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ig connexion with Juntos or Cabals of any 
denomination. I further declare to your 
Lordſhip, that I am not a Patriot, even in 
tbe beſt: acceptation of the word : Pas 
triotiſm ſtands upon too narrow a baſis. 
I feel no penchant for the country in which 
I was. born, ſufficient 'to influence my 
judgement in its favour, in oppoſition to 
reaſon and juſtice; and though I declare 
myſelf a friend to the liberties of Mankind, 
yet I will not grant a ſingle jot in favour 
of America, on the ſole plea, that ſhe is 
contending for Liberty. Such, my Lord. 
is my political creed; and if there be any 
party in this kingdom willing to fubſtribe 
to it, of chat party 1 am, and of no other. 
When your Lordfhip' $intention of mo- 
ving the Houſe of Lordi, and of ſupporting 
your motion by your eloquence, was pro- 
mulgated, the American war was univer- 
filly ſuppoſed to be your object; and we 
were naturally led to imagine that you had 
ſome new plan of reconciliation to propoſe. 
We liſtened to your Speech with the ut- 
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moſt attention, and, as heretofore, ' we 
charmed with your remaining powers of 
elocution; but your Lordſhip muſt pardon 
-me when I tell you, that we were not a 
little diſappointed: to hear nothing more 
than a beautiful harangue, calculated merely 
to evince the- juſtice, the policy, the ne- 
ceſſity of lenient meaſures towards America. 
I do not mean to accuſe your Lordſhip of 
want of proper information ; but from the 
general tenor of your ſpeech, you ſeemed 
to take for granted, that America is- ſtill 
inclined to ſubmit to the dominion of. this 
country. Now, my Lord, from the beſt 
information I can get, I am clearly of 
opinion, that America is, at this juncture, 
abſolutely and poſitively determined, ne- 
ver to ſubmit to the dominion of this coun- 
try on any conditions whatſoever: and their 
reaſon for this reſolution' is, that Eng/and 
requires of America a total, abſolute, ab- 
ject ſubmiſſion, equal to that of any de- 
ſpotic monarchy in the world. I do not 
mean to aſſert that your Lordſhip is an ad- 
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Focate for ſuch unconditional: ſubmiſſion; 
but I tell your Lordſhip, and the Public, that 
from General Howe's Proclamations, the 
Americans have concluded, that ſuch uncon- 
ditional ſubmiſſion is required; for, except 
a pardon for the crime of rebellion, no 
terms have been offered. Have you ever 
even inſinuated, that you conſidered them 
as the Free-born Subjects of a Limited Mo- 
narchy? Have you ever told them, that 
they are entitled to the glorious privileges 
of Britons? Have you ever aſſured them 
that their Charters ſhould be confirmed, 
their Perſons and Property ſecure, and that 
they ſhould for ever remain the inſtruments 
of their own Taxation? 
If ſuch had been the purport of General 
_ Howe's Proclamations, America would long 
ſince have been at peace, and many mil- 
lions ſaved to this nation. If ſich had 
been the tenor of your Lordſhip's plan of 
accommodation, there might till perhaps 
remain ſome hopes of ſucceeding. But 
to talk of lenient meaſures to a people who 
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in their hearts are perſuaded that they have 


committed no offence, is trifling and fu- 
tile beyond imagination. 
Your Lordſhip will pleaſe to obſerve, 


that I am not now pleading the cauſe of 


America. I have not yet ſaid, that they 
are right, or they are wrong. I ſpeak only 
of the probable means of accommodation; 
and in this view I aſſert, that to propoſe 
terms which will not, cannot be accepted, 
is abſurd. -I repeat it: hitherto you have 


held out to theſe rebellious Americans no 


other terms than unconditional ſubmiſſion; 
that is, perfect ſlavery. When I fay you 
have held out, I do not mean your Lord- 
ſhip, I mean the Miniſtry. Theſe then 
being the only conditions you have offered, 
what temptation can they poſſibly have to 
accept them? For, ſuppoſe they were fo 
totally*enfeebled as to be obliged to ſubmit 
to ſome Deſpotiſm, they would probably 
think it more prudent to yield to the go- 


vernment of one Monarch than to that of 
five hundred. 


Theſe 
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Theſe rebellious Americans ſeem to have 
donceived, that, according to the Conſtitu- 
tion of England, every Subject in the King's 
dominions, in whatſoever part of the globe 
ſituated or diſperſed, is legally entitled to 
the ſame privileges. They ſeem alſo to 
conceive, that nothing can be more pal- 
pably ſubverſive of the Con ſtitution, than 
for a Parliament, elected only by the in- 
habitants ef one ſmall Iſland in the vaſt 
Britiſh Empire, to arrogate to themſelves 
the power of taxing and governing the 
whole. Theſe Americans appear alſo to 
be of opinion, that all the Subjects of this 
empire have not only a power to petition and 
remonſtrate, whenever they think them- 
ſelves aggrieved; but that they have alfo 
an undoubted right to expect attention from 

the Legiſlature. ; 
Such, my Lord, appear to be the no- 
tions of -our rebellious Americans : with 
what probability of ſucceſs therefore could 
you poſſibly talk of . lenient meaſures'? 
They deſpiſe your lenity, and call aloud 
Sor? for 
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for juſtice. They aſk your 'omnipotent 
Parliament, whether they would dare to 
tax any unrepreſented County in England? 
and whether, in caſe ſuch a County ſhould 
refuſe to pay the tax, the Parliament would 
preſume to ſend a German Army to com- 
pell them? They further aſk, if there 
ſhould be a Member of Parliament daring 
enough to adviſe ſuch a meaſure, whether 
he ought not to be impeached as a traitor 
to his country? They alſo tell us, that the 
firſt adviſer of a Standing Army in Great 
Britain ought to have been hanged; and 
that, though we, the inhabitants of this 
Iſland, have loſt ſight of our conſtitution, 
they, on the other ſide of the 1 
were determined to maintain it. 

The purport of your Lordſhip' motion 
was, to addreſs the King, to give peace to 
America on her own terms; and the ſum | 
of your reaſons for ſuch an addreſs was, be- 
cauſe the war is unnatural, ruinous, and, 
on our part, unjuſt. Surely, my Lord. 

Fat did not, with yous wonted fagacity, 
792 fully 
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fully conſider the real implication of ſuch 
an addreſs. Would it not be to accuſe the 
wiſe Legiſlature of Great- Britain of having, 
in concert with the wiſeſt Miniſtry in the 
world, acted the part of arrant knaves or 
fools? Would it not be, to. confeſs that 
not only the initial battle at Lexington, 
but 1 1 e Was a n 
facre? | 

— is always the child of ignorance, 
a folly, or of villainy. Did your Lordſhip 
imagine that the Miniſtry ſnould come for- 
ward, and declare themſelves fools or raſ- 
cals; and that at a time when not only a 
reſpectabſe majority in both Houſes, but of 
the whole Nation, teſtify their approbation 
of every public meaſure? I lay, wh Lord, 
of the whole nation. 

This aſſertion may „ poflibly ſurpriſe your 
Lordſhip, who, from your obſolete notion, 
that the King hasloſt the hearts of his ſub- 

jects, I preſume, have lately converſed but 
| little with the world. No, my Lord, the 
diſſatisfied party is of late dwindled to a ſe- 

vil | lect 
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let few. The generality of the people; 
eſpecially in the metropolis, think his Ma- 
jeſty the beſt King that ever ſat upon the 
throne, and my Lord North the wiſeſt Mi- 
niſter that ever governed this nation ; they 
think, and publickly declare, that every 
American deſerves the gallows ; they ſmile 
at the increaſe of taxes, and pay them with 
the utmoſt alacrity. Your Lordſhip may 
poſſibly be able, without much reflection, 
to aſſign a reaſon for a majority in Parlia- 
ment; but, to find a cauſe for a majority 
out of doors, you mult recollect the ancient 
hiſtories of great Empires: you muſt fix 
your attention particularly on that period 


of ſuch hiſtories, which treats of their in- 


cipient declenſion; the cauſe or cauſes will 


there ſtare you in the face ; ſuperabundant 


wealth, univerſal depravity of manners, 
very little private, and no public virtue, 
a ridiculous attention to fooliſh faſhions 
and filly amuſements, puſillanimous effemi- 
nacy amongſt men, female vicious intrepi- 
dity, cunning and fraud in every tranſac- 

C tion, 
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tion, hypocriſy in religion, gambling in 
all ſhapes, attention only to the preſent 
moment, a total diſregard of poſterity, and 
a general NEL OL? of. oy 
danger, | | 
Theſe, your Lordſhip Re have ever 
been the ſymptoms of a decline, which al- 
ways did, and always muſt end in diſſolution. 
There is another, not more equivocal, ſymp- 
tom of the declenſion of Empires; I mean; 
the infatuate diſregard of all warning. 
The jovial crew continue to laugh and ſing, 
and carouſe, till the very moment the ſhip 
ſtrikes upon the rock, and the foaming 
ocean buries them in eternity. 
Oblivious of the weak moment (for who 
is perfect !) in which inſidiouſneſs itſelf 
prevailed on you to accept a Peerage and a 
Penſion, I verily believe you honeſt to your 
Country; and I am fully perſuaded that, — 
the King had preferred your advice to that 
of men who want both your abilities and 
integrity, all would have been well. But 
the die is now caſt, and my prophetic ſoul 
dooms 
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dooms this country to. gradual deſtruction. 
I do not wiſh it, for I am an Engliſhman, 
and have property in the iſland ; but I am 
convinced, that, without a miracle, - we 
muſt gradually fink into contempt. Such 
2 ſeries of irrational, impolitic proceedings, 
were ſufficient to undermine the firmeſt 
Empire that ever exiſted. Whoſoever ad- 
vile the King, be they before or behind 
the curtain, either they are actuated by a 
deep deſign to ruin him, or they are the 
mereſt children that ever pretended to play 
with politics. A Miniſter of this country, 
as far as relates to internal policy (in which 
I include the government of the Colonies) 
needs only be an honeſt man. I do not ac- 
cuſe the. preſent Miniſter of want of honeſt 
principles; but he may poſſibly want reſo- 
lution to give them play., If he be the 
honeſt man I am willing to ſuppoſe him, 
why does he not publickly, openly, and 
candidly, avow his. miſtake ? why does he 
heſitate to acknowledge, that he has been 
deceived by paltry, contemptible American 
Gover- 
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Governors, and over-perſuaded by ſcurvy 
politicians, to facrifice his own rational 
opinions to chimerical nonſenſe? A man 
of Lord North's education and acquire- 
ments, ought by this time to emancipate 
himſelf from the illiberal feelings which 
naturally influence a young man on his firſt 
induction to places of importance. His 
preſent knowledge of mankind ſhould teach 
him, that there is but one great line of 
conduct worthy his attention: What that 
is, he ſees, he feels, he knows ſufficiently ; 
and a very little exertion of his preſent 
power would convince him, that the 


palm of glorious immortality is yet within 


his graſp. 

J do not mean to inſinuate, that it is in 
the power of Lord North, or of any Lord, 
to bring back America to her former alle- 


glance to Britain. That hour 1s paſt, irre- 


coverably gone ! America deems herſelf as 
completely independent as Britain. She 
has felt the intolerable weight of depen- 
dence, and ſhe feels her own power to get 

| rid 


. 
rid of it: ſhe ſmiles at your drawn dag- 
ger, and defies its point: ſhe contem- 
plates, without terror, the muſcular long 
arm which holds it, perfectly ſatisfied, that, 
as the body decays, the arm muſt wither, 
and drop. America, in all the pride of 
youth, of vigour, of health and beauty, al- 
ready beholds, or fancies ſhe beholds, her 
old Miſtreſs Britannia, enfeebled and worn- 
out with age and misfortunes, limping 
back to Europe amidſt the ſcoffs and inſo- 
lent contumely of all her neighbours 

Such, I ſay, my Lord, are the extrava- 
gant notions of theſe inſolent Rebels. 
They have alſo the impudence to imagine 
that Liberty is the natural inheritance of 
all mankind ; that all ſlaves are fools ; that 
the United Provinces in Americe are as to- 
tally independent of Britain, as the United 
Provinces in Europe are of Spain. How 
ridiculous therefore, to theſe proud Rebels, 
muſt appear our ſolemn debates about grant- 
ing them favourable terms of capitulation, 
and repealing certain acts of Parliament, 

which 
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' which. they themſelves have already moſt 


effectually repealed |! 

Theſe Rebels, in their preſent humour, 
would, I fear, expect ſuch terms as even 
your Lordſhip would be unwilling to grant. 
I fear, my Lord, that they would liſten to 
no ſpecies of negociation which is not pre- 
ceded by an ample declaration of their In- 


dependence, and an immediate recall of all 


your Troops. I ſay, All your troops; and I 
mean, every individual ſoldier. My Lord, 
this America is ſuch a mule, that having 
once ſlipt her head out of the yoke, I am 
in great doubt if either your Lordſhip's per- 
ſuaſive eloquence, or the Archbiſhop's. ſe- 
vereſt flagellation, would induce her to put 
it in again. 
There was a time when America thought 
herſelf happy and ſafe under the dominion 
and protection of Great- Britain. She was 
deceived: her Protector roſe to cut her 
throat. Does your Lordſhip think ſhe will 
again confide in ſuch a Protector? | 
Let us, however, for a moment ſuppoſe, 
| that 


15 | 

that America * ſtill be induced to 
liſten to terms of accommodation, and that 
Britain ſhould have magnanimity enough 
to confeſs herſelf in the wrong throughout 
the whole of this diſpute ; with whom, in 
that caſe, does your Lordſhip propoſe to 
treat? Is it with an illegal, ſelf- created 
Congreſs of Arch-Rebels, whoſe heads are 
doomed to figure upon Temple- bar? Is it, 
I ay, of ſuch contemptible miſcreants that 
the Imperial Crown of Great Britain muſt 
condeſcend to ſupplicate for peace ? For, 
let me tell your Lordſhip, that, whatever 
face you might put on, not only America, 
but all Europe, is convinced, that if it 
were in your power to ſubdue theſe Rebels, 
you would never offer terms of accom- 
madation. 
But, for the ſake of argument, we will 
ſuppoſe that you have condeſcended to treat 
with this horrible Congreſs, and that you 
open the negociation by declaring that you 
are diſpoſed to redreſs their grievances, and 
repair the injuries you have done them 

N You 
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You may indeed rebuild the towns you have 
deſtroyed, you may pay for the cattle you 
have devoured, and you may poſſibly re- 
pair the injury they have ſuſtained by anni- 
hilating their fiſhery ; but how will you 
reſtore to Widows and Orphans their Huſ- 
bands and Fathers whom your army hath 
put to death? —I dare not ſay murdered, 
leſt a Jury of Blockheads ſhould find a ver- 
dict againſt the Printer.: and yet, my Lord, 
if the Miniſtry, for the ſake of peace, 
ſhould be induced to acknowledge their 
proceedings illegal, by what other name 

ſhall we call it? By the laws of this coun» 
try, if a Soldier, or a Company or Regi- 
ment of Soldiers, puts any of the King's 
Subjects to death, unleſs commanded by a 
Juſtice of Peace, who ſhall firſt read the 
Riot- act, and allow the multitude a ſuf- 
ficient time to diſperſe ; then, and in that 
caſe, the Soldier or Soldiers, or Officer, 
ſhall be deemed guilty of murder, and 
puniſhed accordingly. Such Regiment 
being ſent on the buſineſs by a Secretary of 

1 State 
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State, a Secretary at War, a Prime Mi- 
niſter, or even by the King himſelf, ſhall in 
no wiſe mitigate the offence, Will the 
Lexington buſineſs bear this criterion? 
O but, (cries the Reader) in caſe of Re- 
* bellian, that law is ſuſpended by ne- 
the law is ſuſpended only in part, even in 
caſes of Rebellionz for, if the King's 
Army ſhall put to death any of his Ma- 
jeſty's rebellious Subjects, whom they 
might have, taken alive, then, and in that 
caſe, is the King's Army guilty of murder 
in the eye of the Law. That ſuch is the 
Law of England, is ſelf-evident, becauſe the 
ſuppoſed Rebel is, 'after being taken pri- 
ſoner, entitled to a regular trial by Jury ; 
therefore the Law does not deem it, /6 
fatto, Rebellion, to aſſemble and carry 
arms. If that were the caſe, the Law 
would ſend the Army to execute juſtice; 
but, on the contrary, ſhe ſends the Army 
not to execute, but ta bring to juſtice, 
that is, to trial; and fo careful is the Law 

1 D to 
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to prevent the Army from exceeding their 
commiſſion, that ſhe gives the command 
to a Civil Magiſtrate: for the Law of 
England ſuppoſes that there may be caſes, 
in which it were lawful to take arms'againſt 
the Government: for inſtance, let us ima- 
gine that · the Miniſtry ſhould attempt to 
tax the People without the conſent of their 
| Repreſentatives, and that, on their refu- 
fing to pay the tax, a party of the Guards 
were to march in order to compel them. 
In that caſe, I ſay, it were lawful: for the 
People of England to take up arms. I. will 
advance one ſtep farther. Suppoſe the 
Iſle of Fight, when the number of Knights 
and Burgeſſes to ſerve in Parliament was 
firſt determined, had, on account of its 
favage ſtate, been entirely -excluded, and, 
as belonging to no County, had not been 
ſuffered to vote at any election for Mem- 
bers; but that, in proceſs of time, in con- 
ſequenee of the induſtry of new inha- 
bitants, migrating from .Port/mouth and 
Southampton, this Idand becomes an ob- 


19 ] 
ject of attention to Government: the In- 
habitants are taxed by act of Parliament; 
they petition, they remonſtrate, they ap- 
peal to the letter of the Law, and ſpirit of 
the Conſtitution——All to no purpoſe: 
they are treated with contempt, and branded 
with a thouſand epithets of opprobrium: 
they are accuſed of a long premeditated 
deſign of independency, and an Army is 
ſent to enforce obedience and ſubjection to 
the Mother-Country——In that caſe, I 
aſk my, Lord Mansfield if it were not law- 
ful for the People of the Iſle of Might to 
take up arms in defence of Liberty, and 
the Conſtitution of England? I truſt, his 
Lordſhip will anſwer in the affirmative 
becauſe I cannot ſuppoſe him ſo weak or 
wicked as to hazard a contrary opinion. 
I will then requeſt his Lordſhip, plainly, 
honeſtly, and without any equivocal, cau- 
tious Caledonian or Legal ſophiſtry, to point 
out the difference between this imaginary 


caſe of the Iſle of Fight and the real caſe of 
America. | 


D2 If 
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If the preſent war in America be really 
à Rebellion, it is very extraordinary that 
your Lordſhip, and many other reſpectable 


Members of both Houſes, "ſhould, with 
perfect ſecurity to your perſons, dare to 
approve their proceedings, and even to ad- 
viſe unconditional redreſs. Was there a 
Member of either Houſe, in the year 
Fifteeen, or Forty-five, who would have 
ventured to ſupport” the cauſe of the Scotiſs 
Rebels? Whereas the cauſe of theſe Ame- 
rican Rebels is unreſervedly pleaded in 
Parliament, by Men as ſuperior to their 
opponents, in point of eloquence, as in 
knowledge and integrity——There mili- 
tates, indeed, on the coercive fide of the 
queſtion, a humble difciple of the meek 
Feſus—an eloquent Archbiſhop, whoſe 
name will not fail to go down to Poſterity 
with that of a Sandwich, a Lyttelton, and 
other Pious and Honourable Gentlemen. 
But how conſiſtent ſoever his Grace's in- 
intolerant, coercive ſyſtem may be with 
the * he e Kh I could not help 
: thinking 
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thinking | Pim exceedingly imprudent in 
venturing to embark in a political debate 
for which no man in e ever ys 
* bim qualified. * 

"I am told, that your Lordſhip ſuffered 
much from your fatigue on the day of de- 
bate, and that, next morning, being aſked 
what ſort of a night you had had, you an- 
ſwered———< As bad a night as any man in 
England, except the Archbiſhop of York.” 
His Grace was, in truth, ſomewhat ſe- 
verely handled ; and I cannot help faying, 
that be deſerved it. There are many rea- 
fons which ought to have bridled his im- 
petuous loyalty. He ought to have recol- 
lected that the Law thought it indecent 
and improper for the bench of Biſhops to 
vote in caſes of life and death: now caſes 
of peace and war are ten thouſand caſes of 


life and death concentrated in one fingle 


queſtion. He ought to have remembered 
that there were many Noblemen in the 


Houſe of Lords, who, havin g been his ſcho- 
and poſſibly felt the weight of his 


: hand 
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hand i in the execution of the moſt ignomi- 
nious, difgraceful, infamous ſpecies of cor- 
rection that ever was tolerated in a civilized - 
Country, might rejoice in the happy op- 
portunity of repaying the inſult by a ſe- - 

vere flagellation. He ought to have re- 
collected, that there are many people in this 
Kingdom, ſo wicked as to conſider - the 
whole Bench of Biſhops as a dead weight in 

the Miniſterjal Scale, and therefore to wiſh 

their entire excluſion from the Houſe of 

Lords. He ought to have recollected, that 

the apprehenſions of an Epiſcopal Eſtabliſh- 
ment in America is ſuppoſed to be one 
cauſe of their diſcontent, and that the re- 
port of a coercive intolerant Archbiſhop 
| muſt neceſſarily increaſe their apprehen- 
5 ſions of Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny. An Arch- 

| biſhop of anti-revolutional principles, a 

Preacher of paſſive obedienceand non-re/itance, 
muſt appear to theſe unenlightened Ameri- 
cans more horrible than the Devil him 
ſelf ; and I make no doubt, but their pof- 
terity will, for many ages, continue to ter- 


rify 


1 


„ 
rify their wayward Children with the Arch- 
biſhop of York 1s coming, as they conti- 
nued to do in France, with the name of 
Marlborough, till the reign of George the 
Third. I know not how it happens, but 
I really think, that Schoolmaſters are, in 
general, not only the: moſt tyrannical, but 
the moſt illiberal and ignorant ſet of Peo- 
ple in the Nation. Before I take leave of 
his Grace, I cannot help acknowledging 
his ſpirit, his courage, and delicate-ſenſe of 
Honour. If his Grace had worn a ſword, 
I make no doubt but he would have drawn 
it. Dr. Herring, one of his Grace's pre- 
deceſſors in the See of York, was alſo a 
man of perſonal bravery. In the year For- 
ty-five he alſo talked of drawing his ſword; 
but, in what cauſe ? Was it in ſingle 
combat with a Peer of the Realm? Was 
it to ſlay an Army of Preſbyteriant? 

No: it was to ſuppreſs a Scotiſß Rebellion, 
raiſed with an intention to drive the pre- 
ſent Royal Family from the Throne, and to 

eſtabliſh 
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eſtabliſh. were and e in _—_ King- 
dom. | 

3 kigh, r of your Ts, 
hip s abilities and integrity, and I do not 
entertain the leaſt doubt, that you are very 


ſincere in your attempt to reconcile Great 


Brtiam and America; but, my Lord, I am 
clearly of opinion, that a mere repeal of the 
obnoxious Acts of Parliament would con- 
tribute very little towards ſuch a reconcilia- 
tion. Anerica requires much more: ſhe 


requires, and very juſtly requires, all the 


reſtitution in your power, and a poſitive, 
unequivocal diſavowal of the right claimed 
by the Britiſb Parliament to tax her inha- 
bitants Without their conſent. She ac- 


burnes and the Rocłingbams; but the very 
feelingly laments, that any private animo- 


ſities ſhould ever have prevented their Uni- 
on, Which ſhe thinks would have been 


irreſiſtible, Both theſe parties ſeem to 
have flattered themſelves, that they could 


at 1 time have made peace with America. 
1 


knowledges her obligations to the She/- 


i 
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believe they were miſtaken ; becauſe I 
do not remember that Ether of chem Have, 
at apy 17 explicitly reliaquithe PRE do- 
'mjnionn. of the Britifh Pittiamene”?- ere 
Vas A tins, when a repeal of the'bnoxi- 
"ous Nets ould immediately have pre- | 
duced a cordial reconciliation ad Amt- 
vica would "ha ve returbed, Without ſufpi- 
cion, to. her forin ner « edifice,” Bur4lab 1 
that p period 1 is "pat? The tem per of Ant- 
nc is ſoured : ſheiftens to we 
Poſle with "miſtruſt, © N WVou Have -endea- 
voured to fab her to the heart, aud Ille frands 
upon her guard; as againft"an' affaſſin. Be- 
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lieve me, my Lord, whatever map have been 
| faid 1 to the contrary, Anericu, before. the 
1 paſſing of theſe foolith Acts of Parlia ment, 
was ſo firmly and affectionate attached to 
Great Britain, that the 'woul mot chear- 
fully haye ſtood or fallag with her in any 
conteſt with her Enemies. As to the idea 
of any deſign of Tidepentency,' it is be- 
yond all conception ridienlous and abfürd: 
_ the felt. herſelf too happy in bet union 


RY 5690 Bis: 2th 


* 


1. % 


1 


* d þ: » aL.) * 


15 4 7415 


and your: mation to addreſs the King h. had 
er, Preſident, of the 


Council, roſe: up to. oppoſe, : the motion, 
founding his oppoßtion on, what be c called, 


1 


faſt of tg: reaſons was, becauſe th Ve mation 
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Ha forte ten pn ef pan 
that would be equally valid againſt all re- 
. dreſs gf: grievances \ whatſoever, at any time, 
ea in any country. No, cries a tyrant, 
„ I will not redreſs your wrongs, becauſe 
that were to arraign my own paſt con- 
\£ duct. Though your arguments have 
4 convinced me that you are heavily, and 


+, molt. ruelly oppreſt 3, though I am, mo- 


rally certain, that my fooliſh conduct 


* nin end in my own deſtruction; vet I 


„will blunder on, in one continued ſeries 


f wiekedneſs and folly, leſt it ſhould 3 | 
be ſaid that years and experience have 


* taught 


gi” Great Fe ever to wiſh 7 fuch : 


an event. 
After. pan, Lordſhip ha dong ſpeaking, 2 


i ſeveral ſtrong and i important reaſons 1 The 
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taught me wiſdom.” His Lordſhip's 8 
next important reaſon for oppoſing 1 the mo- 
tion, was, that America aimed at I. ndepend-, 
ence from the beginning. —This is indeed 
an important reaſon; ſo very important, 


that Adminiſtration muſt, on no account, 


give it up: it is the Ane gud non of their K 
exiſtence, | and wants nothing but truth to 
make it the beſt reaſon i in the world. * "he 
the never, that if, before the fatal. ex- 
periment of the Stamp- act, Independence 
had been offered to America, ſhe. would 
with pathetic filial affection have petitioned 
to continue ſubject to Britain. Not that 
ſhe was inſenſible of the reſtraint ſhe ſuf- 
fered in obedience to the Mother-Country; ; 
but upon the whole, ſhe found her, bur- 
then. light ; ſhe felt herſelf happy ; ; ſhe 
thought that England could do no wrong; | 
and ſhe ſaw no temptation that might « ex- 
cite a with to change her condition. Theſe 
are facts conteſted only by thoſe who have 
inadvertently liſtened to very weak, or very 
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K wen. Hot! i as any / info at 
tion fro! rom America, a little tecollecklon of 
the general hiſtory of mankind would have 
taught them, that there never 8 was an - 
ſtance of a general revolt. that was $ ho 
ü conſequence of relterated a acts of Feen. 
There "cannot. be A " Rionger | 'prefiliniptive: 
argument, that,” 15 every. violent conteſt 
5 ne Prince and Peof ple, the latter are 
n the right.- Lord Gower 8 "third and 
fl Hong and important reaſon for givin g 
your Lordſhip”: 8 motion a hearty negative, ; 
was, the Picture it Would exhibit to Foreign 
Courts of v1 our national imbecillity. This idea 
18 evidently founded on a fappoſition, that 
Fe oreign Courts form their judgement of 
our national ſrengih and importance from 
our Parliamentary opinions, rather than 
from the progreſs of our Armies. This, 
1 preſume, is a very egregious miſtake: 
Foreign Nations are as well acquainted 
with the complexion of the preſent Par- 
lament as we are, Every attempt to de- 
ceive the Prench nation, in particular, in 


any 
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any cifcurtiſtance relative to our preſent ' 
conteſt with America, is ridicutous. Every 
individual ſpeech in Parliament, Pam- 
phlet, or Eſſay on this ſubject, is immedi- 
ately tranſlated, and inſerted in a perio- 
dical French publication. Lord Gower 
could not have obliged the French Miniſtry 
more than by exerting his utmoſt abilities 


to prevent every rational propoſal of ac- 


commodation between Great Britain and 
Anerita; for 1 have not the leaſt doubt 
that, if the French Miniſtry were ſuffered 
to direct our Councils, they would ad- 


viſe them to purſue the preſent plan with 


alacrity and reſolution. 


Lord Gower's laft important reaſon, was 
becauſe the Americans preſumed to petition 


the King, regardleſs of his Parliament. 


To this I anſwer, that the Americans pro- 


bably had conceived, that the King and 
Parliament. were ſo uniformly of the ſame 


mind, that to petition the King was, in 
fact, the fame thing as to petition King and 


Parliament, They might poſſibly alſo ſup- 


pole 


1 
ouſt. that, as they were not in any re- 


ſpect repreſented by the Britiſh Parliament, | 
their Parliarnemts pete an equal e 


to the Crown. MA 


The Duke of Grafton rbplied. to Lord 
Gower, and, with the irreſiſtible rays of 
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truth, gradually melted down the froth 


of the preceding harrangue, . which, as 
ſnow before the - ſun, loſt all appearance 


of ſubſtance, and, like the baſeleſs fabric of 


a viſion, left not a wreck behind. His Grace, 
like a ſkilful General, made his principal 
attack upon his Lordſhi p's ſtrongeſt for- 
treſs, I mean, the premeditat ed Independency 
of America, and moſt convincingly proved, 
that it was a mere Miniſterial Chimera, 
invented to amuſe the credulous multi- 
tude. I have often been at a loſs to recon- 
cile the extreme credulity of the People of 
England with their general knowledge, 
and propenſity to reaſon upon all ſubjects. 
The weathercock of public opinion is, in 
this Country, frequently turned from one 
point to its oppoſite, by the puny blaſt of 
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A bubble, or the light touch of a vagrant 
feather. How many people, who ſeemed 
to poſſeſs ſufficient underſtanding to com- 
prehend a plain argument, have I heard 
confeſs, that they were on the American 
fide of the queſtion, till they declared 
themſelves Independent! as if that de- 
claration made the leaſt difference in the 
main Queſtion. If the Americans were 
Juſtifable in their endeavours to repel the 
"invaſion of their Country, they were cer- 
tainly right in declaring themſelves inde- 
" pendent of a Power, which, contrary to 
the Conftitution of both Countries, en- 
deavoured to reduce them to abſolute ab- 


ject obedience, by force of Arms. Their 


public declaration of Independence was a 
mere matter of form. It was only an 


echo of Britih Acts of Parliament, ſome 


of which were ſo palpably ſubverſive of 


the Conſtitution, as, 2% facto, to diſſolve 
every principle of Allegiance. Whenever 


the Britiſb Government ſhall dare to de- 


prive any of the King's ſubjects of the 


ſacred | 


1 32 J 
ſacred privilege af Habeas Corpus, and 


Tryal by Jury conftititionally empanelled, 


Iam clearly of apinion, that ſuch ſubjects 
are, by the very Act, declared independent 
of Brit? 605 Juriſdiction. It follows, ther- 
fore, if 1 have reaſoned fairly, that the 
Americans were declared independent by 


the Brizih Parliament. As to the deſigns 
of Independence, previous to theſe. horrible 


* 2283. 


Ac of Parliament, the contrary is exceed - 
ingly obvious in the ſeveral rejected peti- 


preſented by Governor Penn, ſupported 


and corroborated. by his evidence at the bar 


of the Houſe. But the ſuppoſition i is ren- 
dered prepoſterouſiy ridiculous, when we 
are poſitively convinced that the Ameri- 
cans would have preferred a Conſtitutional 
ſubjection to Britain, to any form 8 In- 
dependency that could be contrived. I re- 
peat | it, and ſpeak from my heart, the 
Americans look forward, with tremulous 
apprehenſions, towards the difficulties in- 
cident to new Eſtabliſhments. They 
| dbdroceed 
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ptoceed with reluctance, lament the dire 

' neceſſity of going forward, and frequently 
caſt a wiſhful, tearful, eye on that infatu- 

ated - unnatural, parent, who hath ſpurned 
them from her lap. The ways 4 Heaver 
are dark and intricate! ob 
-  His-Grace. of Grafton, i in the Sbenluftn 
of his truly patriotic ſpeech, hinted tothe 
Houſe the dangerous tendency of arbitrary 
principles in thoſe who are intruſted with 
the education of our young Nobility, and 
particularly of the Royal Family. This 
brought the Archbiſhop of York upon his 
legs, who, in a very unequal conteſt with 
the Duke, expoſed himſelf fo egregiouſly, 


that the Biſhop of Peterborough, in com- 


paſſion to his diſtreſs, roſe abruptly, and 
very logically proved the conduct of Ad- 
miniſtration to be replete with contradic- 
tions and abſurdity. He was fucceeded by 
Lord Lyttelton, who ſpoke with great 
eagerneſs and volubility, but with very 
little force of argument. I liſtened with 
great attention, but could collect no- 
ns F thing 


[34 ] — 5 
thing that merited the leaſt notice, except 
his attempt to perſuade the Houſe, that 
the facility with which the Miniſtry filled 
the laſt ſabſcription for Five Millions, was 
a proof of the vaſt credit of Government, 
and confidence of the Nation; for, ſaid 
this Lord ſhip, Merchants never part with 
their money on precarious ſecurity.” 
From this mode of reaſoning, I am apt to 
ſuppoſe that Lord Lyttelton is totally un- 

acquainted with the nature of theſe Sub- 
ſcriptions. If he will take the trouble to 
be a little better informed, he will learn, 
that Government Subſcriptions are filled, 
not by any dependence on the ſecurity, 
but by a ſpirit of Gambling. The Sub- 
ſcribers never intend to keep a ſingle far- 
thing of the ſum they ſubſcribe for; many 
of them ſell it immediately, and all of 
them as ſoon as they can poſſibly get rid 
of it to advantage: the Buyer has the ſame 
object in view; he hopes the Stocks will 
riſe, and that he ſhall gain half per cent. by 
the transfer. Does Lord Lyttelton ſup- 
ee poſe 
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poſe, that in the famous year twenty, thoſe 


who bought South- ſea ſtock at fix or ſe- 


ven hundred per cent. depended on the 
ſolid foundation of the South-ſea Com- 
pany? No: they ſaw it was a bubble, 
they knew it would burſt; but they were 
tempted by the proſpect of gain to run the 
riſk of its laſting one day longer. If the 
ſubſcribers to the laſt five millions were 
obliged to keep their Stock, Lord North 
would not have raiſed a fingle ſhilling. 
Hence I infer, that a few gambling Jews 
lending their money in this manner to Go- 
vernment is no proof of ſubſtantial Na- 


tional Credit. On the contrary, it proves 


nothing more, than that the ſubſcribers 


depend entirely on the national ſpirit of 


Gaming; and in that they are not deceived. 
Upon the whole, Lord Lytfelton's ſpeech 


was little more than an incoherent gingle 


of words, devoid of argument, and tend- 


ing only to increaſe our national mis- 


for tunes . 
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The Duke of Mancheſter ſpoke next. 
He aſſerted, that the declaration of Inde- 
pendency was a matter of neceflity ; that 
it did not take place, until every poſſible 
means of reconciliation had been tried 
in vain; that the Commiſſion ſent out to 
treat with the Americans" was, in fact, no 
Commiſſion at all; and that the Frexch 
were, at this time, carrying on art open and 
lucrative trade with America; not, as had 
been afferted, clandeſtinely, by a few en- 
terptizing individuals, but publicly in the 
face of all Europe; and that a conſiderable 
part of this Commeree conſiſted of Naval 
and Military Stores. His Grace then ap- 
pealed to the Houſe, whether, admitting 
the fact (of which even the Miniſtry them- 
ſelves are perfectly convinced) this Com- 
merce was not, on the part of France, a 
real acknowledgement of the Independence 
of America, and a flagrant breach of Neu- 
trality with England? He urged the pro- 
priety of Lord Chatham's motion with a 
variety of arguments, and particularly, be- 

cauſe 


1 


, cauſe he believed that an account of its 
ſucceſs reaching America, would tend more 
effectually towards obtaining every. thing 
that Britain ought to expect, than the 
moſt ſucceſsful progreſs of our Army. In 
this I am perfectly of his Grace's opinion. 
The Army will do nothing: its ſituation 
is truly deplorable, becauſe its ruin is an 
inevitable conſequence either of its defeat 
or victory: it grows daily weaker in pro- 
portion to is progreſs, and its danger in- 
creaſes every mile; ſo that, if ever it ſhould 
have the misfortune to penetrate a hundred 
miles from the ſea, not a Xexophon him- 
ſelf would fave it from deſtruction. That 
Sir William Howe is no Xenophon, I am 
convinced from ſeveral of his Manœuvres: 
the Congreſs know it, and frequently 
drink his health. As to Lord and Ge- 
neral Howe in the capacity of Commiſ- 
ſioners to treat with the Rebels, with 
a profuſe: appointment, nothing was ever 
half ſo enormouſly ridiculous. What was 
the extent of their Commiſſion ? It was 
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| power, firſt to grant a pardon for the crime + 
of Rebellion, of which the Americans think 
- themſelves not guilty ;. ſecondly, a power 
to treat with ſlaves after unconditional 
ſubmiſſion; and thirdly, a power to treat 
with—whom ? Not with the Congreſs ; 
for, that, being an illegal Aſſembly, could 
not be acknowledged: therefore, it. was 
a power to treat with ſomething that had 
no exiſtence, that is, to treat with nobody : 
O lepida capita ! Let us now haſten to the 
ſpeech of | | 

Lord Camden, who, with vaſt elocution 
and preciſion, proved moſt inconteſtibly, 
that we were the aggreſſors in this diſpute 
with America, and that ſhe had originally 
no intention of becoming independent of 
this Country. Theſe facts, on which the 
entire merit of the cauſe depends, he proved 
by a very circumſtantial retroſpect of all 
public tranſactions ſince the fatal fooliſh 
Tea-act : he proved that France continues 
to take 4 very active and decided part in 
the diſpute : he diſproved every material 
fact 
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fact aſſerted by the Miniſterial Lords, and 
exhibited a very juſt, but melancholy pic- 
ture of the conſequence of perſiſting in 
our folly. I have no comment to make 
on this inimitable ſpeech of Lord Camden; 
it cannot be epitomiſed ; it wants no ex- 
planation : every aſſertion it contained 
was ſtrictly true, and every argument ir- 
refragable. On this ſingle ſpeech Ame- 
rica might with the utmoſt ſafety reſt her 
cauſe, if Reaſon and Juſtice ſat vane the 
bench. Then aroſe _ | 
Lord Weymouth. © He did not attempt 
Wines to Lord Camden, but adverted im- 
mediately to the Motion, the purport 
of which he ſeemed not to compre- 
hend. Lord Chatham therefore roſe, 
and in very explicit terms declared his 
meaning to be, that Parliament ought to 
repeal all their oppreſſive Acts, and, in- 
ſtead of expecting unconditional ſubmiſſion, 
ſhould give unconditional redreſs.— Lord 
Weymouth then proceeded, and refuſed his 
aſſent to the Motion, becauſe he did not 
| conceive 
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gonceive that it would anſwet the purpoſe 
of Reconciliation. He denied that. Deane 
PER Frantlin were - countenanced at the 
Court of France, and believed that the 
French were our good friends. What lets 
could: be expected ftom a . 0 of 
State? non 589 : Nei 

Lord Shelburne MME nd ** was up 
above an hour. He ſpoke) in. terms of 
ſuch powerful and rapid elocution, that 
he bore down every obſtacle , with caſe. 
Truth and reaſon glared in every ſentence; 
and whilſt the audience were infinitely, en- 
tertained by his wit and pleaſantry, they 
were equally aftoniſhed with his political 
knowledge and information. I fincerely 
wiſh, for the entertainment and inſtruction 
of the Public, his Lordſhip would endea- 
vour to recollect this memorable . 
and give it to the Press. 

The Archbiſhop of Torł roſe once more, 
to give vent to the mephitic vapour which 
muſt otherwiſe have burſt his Grace to 
es Lord Shelburne had laſhed him 

with 
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with ſuch. ſeverity, as not to be borne. His: 
Grace was, naw. ſo totally thrown pff his 
guard, that he almoſt declared himſelf a 
Papiſt, and ai diſeiple af the Inquißtocial 
St. Deminie : he ſaid, he: was. always of 
opinion, that the Papiſt did not render them 
ſelves ob uasiu on account of | their Religious, 
but their Political principles ;' and if Sectariet 
ſhould become equally dangerous, he ſawing 
reaſon why_they were not equally worthy the 
attention - of - the civil magiſtrate. Meroy, 
Feſe ! that an. Eng/9Þ; Biſhop ſhould, even 
preſume to. bs ſuch, a declaration |. Are 
theſe the. Principles. of the Hierarchy in 
general ? If ſo, I am perſuaded that every 
true American will fight to the laſt drop 
of his blood, rather than ſubmit to any 
Government capable . . An 
ſecopacꝶ among them. 

Lord Shelburne, in reply; to the Arch 
biſhop, very juſtly ' took” notice. of the 
cowardly impropricty of promulgating Po- 
litical opinions from the Pulpit, where | 
they could not be anſwered. . He then re- 

G bdbuked 


— + 
buktd him for hei went of $668! manherb ry: 
hetoJ@hith, what; in his germon, ehe Word 


Bibi had ſtuek in ins threats and, by 
wity” of ch d grace, his Loldſhip de- 
cared his Opiate thäe che King had dete 
wildiy In taking the Heir Apparent out ef 
thehandd of a Peeeepter, hefe dectrines 
wors ſe evidemly ene of the Conſti-" 
tutismd. A eee eee wind Bind 
Led Maryfett's rifing ſtopped this dio 
terention. - His ſpeech was the very wor 
Teber Reard from His Lordſhip ôn any bes. 
cao: It Wat # very feeble" arte mpt to Hf 
{'bahquithed Friend from he "ground; 260 
ſupports loſt xauſe. He tried to prove the 
defign of the Anerituns to becbme inde- 
pendent, from the ſpeculative opinions of 
obſolete writers on trade, &ci a ſpecies of 
evidence, which, if genuine, tended only 
to prove, that ſpeculative men of all Coun- 
tries have long foretold that America muſt 
fieceſlarity, in time, become independent 
_ of this Country.” His Lordſhip! has too 
much legal knowledge, to be ignofant, that 
9240 | | all 


11 _ - 


ne ans 4+ eons, to, our: "attempt . ta fox, all 
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Amerigagwithout the conſent \ of. one fingl* 
Ameęripen, Committed . af which . | 
cher, inpmtjgn. be become, independent b. It 
his Lorgfhup | had known of any ſuch h ad, 
1 preſume; he would have produced. i it. If 
any, poſitive « evidence of premeditated, In- 
dependence could have, been found, it 
would probably. haye been produced by 
ſame. fide. of the queſtion : Ne 0 fuck | evi- 
dence appeared. We may therefore fairly 

conclude, . that no ſuch evidence exiſts; 
and hence it follows, incontrayertibly, that 
Britain is tlie aggreſſor. What then be- 
comes of all the Miniſterial arguments 
raiſed on this Baſel eſs fabric ? Tie Va- 

niſh into thin air. WE 

Let us now, my Lord, coolly WET) im- 
partially, take A general review of this 
important debate. The firſt obſer⸗ 
— which muſt haye occurred to every 
G 2 Pg rational 


* 


+ em.” „„ Or IR; 2 32-2 


| feeling, « cohdrence and Sam in All the 


th 
ratignal ddt ividual in we Houle, was, the 


amazing fo periority, in point 'of elocution, 


ſpeakers i in favour 'of your Lordfhip's mo- 
tion: they evidently ſpoke like men ip- 
Auenced and animated ſolely by Truth and 
Public Virtue. Some of their opponents 
are alſo men of confeſſed abilities ; but 


their talents were fo grievouſly oppreſſed 
by the indefenfible cauſe they laboured to 
ſupport, that their arguments, for want 
of force, fell conſtantly ſhort of the mark. 


All their affertions were diſproved 3 and 
chey ſat down under the moſt entire defeat 
ever experienced in that Houſe. Never- 
theleſ s the ultima ratio proved them to be 
in the right, and a majority of Fifty Peers 
finally determined the fate of Britain ! 
' Before 1 contlude, 1 muſt beg your Lord- 
ſhip's attention to a ſhort animadverſion on 
his Majeſty' 8 speech from the throne. The 
firſt and ſecond ſections of this ſpeech are 
words of courſe: the concluding paragraph, 
addreſſed to both Houſes, merits more at- 
tention ; 
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tention ! and, to fave your Lordſhip the 
trouble of recollection, or of requiting to a 


We I will tranſeribe . 

200 'T'truft in the Divine Providence, that 
775 by Ly vell- concerted and vigorous ex- 
* ettiom of the great force you have put 
into my hands, the operations of this 
W campaign, by ſea and land, will be 
e blefſed with ſuch ſucceſs, as may moſt 


Fe Rebellion in America, and to the re- 
«& eſtabliſhment of that Conftitutional Obe- 
5 dience which all the ſubjects of à Free 
* State owe to the authority of Law.” 

From his Majeſty's truſting in Divine 
Providinte, charity obli ges mo to ſuppoſe, 
that he believes his carrying fire and ſword, 
ſpreading ruin and devaſtation; among his 
American ſubjects, perfectly conſonant with 
the religion of Feſis Cbriſt. Nevertheleſs, 


one would ſuppoſe, that the diſſent of many 


of the wi ſeſt and beſt Men in the kingdom 
might create a doubt and, if ſuch a doubt 
N ever obtrude upon the Royal breaſt, 


the 


GX effeQually tend to the ſuppreſſion of the 
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the Deni himſelf could not invent a, more 
exquiſea torture to ptcnder, onſciencs, 


than the ſyppoſition of having opprefied, 
cuined. murderedaithopſands; of. fyitbful 
innocent ſubjects, whoſe le chm WAS a 
noble defence, of: thoſe Revolytional, priv- 
ciples, which. eſtabliſhes, and haue up- 
ppried, the ſucceſſion of Proteſtant Princes 
on dhe throne of Crebt · Britain. Be this 


96; M may, it is perfectiy clear, that His 


Majeſty entertains. nd other idea than that 


of reducing theſe American Rebels to ab- 
ject obedience by force of arms, and that 
the proſpect of reconciliation, on any other 
terms is entirely vaniſhed: na wonder, 
therefore, that your L ordſhip's motion fell 
to the ground. The King's intentions are, 
to compel the Americans to thot Conflity- 
tional Oledience which all the Subjefts of 4 
Free Stats owe to the authority of Law, It 
is very remarkable, that this ſpecies of 
Confiitutianal- Obedience is the very thing 


for. wh ich the Americans” were 0 nnd: 
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* ancerety Wicht char pd Nfg out 
take dhe trouble to Ad ares get 
important debate im the Ffchſe of Lords, 
ae We attention it deſerves: & debatt of 
ihgmte eDhfeqüense, and in wich, tere 
tally; nd far in this kingdorr Is ſo fre 
ihtereſicd a8 Hikiſelf: I with, för His dn 
ſake, und for that of his People; kat he 
would maturely feflect an the principles, 
characters! and abilities of his Adviſtrs; 
aud wfikther they have net already brbugkit 
Him tht6'a fituation” not te be un e 
| the meaneſt' of his SUbjeds. DI £ 
© A to the Americus conteſt; 1 den — 
which way ſoever 1 burn my eye. 1 
hardly diſcover a fingle ray of Hope: 17 
mean; hope of atebmmodation; for, as to 
eonqueſt, I am convineed that, in the 
common courſe of human events, it is 
impoſible, What the evil Genius of this 
Nation may have ' power to effect in the 
way of miracle, I will not pretend to 
determine; but I am very certain; that of 
all the evils which can poſſibly befall Great- 


$:id Britain, 
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Britain, the conqueſt of America would 
be the greateſt. When America is con- 
quered having then no pretenſions to Li- 
berty, according to the Law. of Nations, 
ſhe may juſtly be treated as a Conquered 
Country, and held in ſabjection by a Mi- 
litary force: neceſſity would require it, and 
ſufficiently juſtify the meaſure. /Now, my 
Lord, let us ſuppoſe this great work ac- 
compliſhed. An Engliſhman, then” caſts 
his eye on his map of the world, and 
difcoyers_ that the ſmall Iſland on; which 
he ſtands, which makes not a hundredth 
part of the Britiſh dominions, is the only 
ſpot where the ſhadgw of Liberty exiſts. 
What would be his ſenſations upon this 
diſcovery ?. With what probability could 
he ſuppoſe, that this inſignificant ſpot 
would retain a form of Government ſo 
totally different from the reſt of the vaſt 
Britiþ Empire? As to the Religion of 


America, a people under Deſpotic Go- 

vernment muſt ſubmit to any religion 

which their Sovereign thinks fit to eſta- 
ä bliſh: 


I 
bliſn: that of Rome is already eſtabliſhed, 
by Law, in Canada, a confiderable part 
of North America. Deſpotic Monarchies 
allow but of one religion. An Archbiſhop 
objects to the Roman-catholic religion on 
account of its Political principles only; 
and the Raman- catholic religion admits, nay 
requires, the eſtabliſhment of Epiſcopacy. 
I will not pretend to doubt the ſagacity 
* penetration of Parliament; but I am 
of opinion, there is one conſideration, re- 
lative to this war with America, which has 
entirely eſcaped the belligerous Majority. 
The Miniſtry have told them, that to main- 
tain the Supremacy of Parliament, is the 
ſole object of the war. What ſhare hath 
Parliament in the Government of Ca- 
nada? What ſhare can Parliament pre- 
tend to have in a country, where, by their 
own act, they have given all the power to 
the Crown, deprived the People of every 
privilege, of Britons, and annihilated the 
very ſemblange.of our Conſtitution ?' 


[+] 
I would now aſk theſe honeſt Members 


WY 


of both' Houſes, who have been' cajoled 
by the idea of fighting for the 8 upremacy 
of Parliament, whether they do not begin 
to perceive, that, if America were con- 
quered, and held in ſubjection, by a mi- 
litary force, the Parliament of Eugland 
would have no more to do with the So- 
vernment of that Country, than Care's 
little Senate, in Urica, had with the Go- 
vernment of the Roman Empire? If this 
reflection does not rouſe the independent 
Members of both Houſes the reſt are dead 
to all reflection) in the name of 10 let 
them fieep to eternity 1 

There remains another Aae 
which, in the debate of the Houſe of 
Lords, was either entirely neglected, or, 
at leaſt, not ſufficiently urged : I mean the 
inevitable deſtruction of our Trade, in con- 
ſequence of the weight of Inſurance occa- 
fioned by the war, from which the trade 
and manufactures of + ad other Nation 
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in Europe are exempt. This evil cannot 
be otherwiſe remedied than by the uſe of 
foreign ſhipping; a remedy * than the 
diſeaſe. - 
For my own part, I at believe, that 
from this fatal period, our rich, or poor 
Country will decline with unexpected pre- 
cipitation. One proof among a thouſand 
is, that our natural Enemies are infinitely 
delighted with our ſituation. Such indeed 
1s our wzetched dilemma, that I queſtion 
whether your. Lordſhip's integrity and abi- 
lities were ſufficient . to ſave us from de-, 
ſtruction: nevertheleſs, preſumptuous as ĩt 
may ſeem, after this declaration, I will 
hazard my opinion as to the only rational 
means to be attemptet. 
I am by no means certain, 85 5 chere Fog 
not already: exiſt an indiſſoluble Alliance 
between France and America, to the total 
excluſion, of ; Great-Britain. If this be 
really the caſe, every idea of Dominion over, 
or even Friendſhip or Alliance with Ame- 
Ni rica, 


2 


i But, if the cau- 
tious policy of France ſhould hitherto 
have retarde@ a final ratification of the 
| compact, the Britiſp Miniſtry ought to 
loſe no time in making overtures to a cer- 
- Hain conſiderable Perſonage, now in France, 
whom the American Congreſs have in- 
traſted with Authority to treat with the 
Powers in Europe. Such a wiſe, though 
ſomewhat humiliating procedure, would 
more effectually ſerve this Nation, than 
56,000 "Rufllans' ſent to America, This 
celebrated Philoſopher is indeed a faithful 
ſervant of Amerie 5; and I truſt, he is yet 
no enemy to Brain. He is a Friend to 
Mankind; and I verily believe, as he has 
the moſt power, ſo he has the ſtrong- 
eſt inelination to unite Great- Britain and 
America in everlaſtin, 8 bonds” of Peace and 
Friendſhip. CONE 

But, my Lord, though J am clearly of 
opinion, that this Philoſopher has power 
to treat with this, or with * other Na- 

2 __ non, 
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| tion, yet I believe there: are certain preli- 
minarięs on which he, in the name of 
America; will inſiſt, and towhich, I fear, 
we, in our (preſent! tempeh mall not think 


fit to accede. As to any propoſal of *Yub; 
jection to Great-Britain, it will certainly 
be rejected with a ſmile. The Americans 
believe themſelves, at this moment, totally 
independent of all the world, If therefore 
we mean to treat with them at all, the 
firſt Preliminary Article muſt be, a formal 
declaration of their Independence; the ſecond, 
an aſſurance but our Troops "ſhall be im- 
, mediately withdrawn ; the third, as à mat- 
ter of form, rather than of neceſlity, that 
a general Af of Repeal and Oblivion ſhall be 
moved by the Miniſiry as ſoon as poſſible ; 
and the fourth, that the Sufferers in Ame- 
rica ſhall be indemnified by Great-Britain. 
How extravagant ſoever theſe prelimina- 
ries of a treaty of peace with America may 
appear to all our fire-brained, ſhort- ſighted 
. Politicians, I verily belieye Ame erica will 
liſten 
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